
 
 

GEECT TEACHING DOCUMENTARY SYMPOSIUM 
UNIVERSITY of SOUTH WALES, CARDIFF, UK 

NOVEMBER 5-7 2014 
 

http://teachingdocumentary.com 
 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
Just as the World Cup comes to an end, we're delighted to be able to send 
you a long-expected update on our forthcoming "Teaching Documentary" 
Symposium in Cardiff. 
 
Firstly, a brief glimpse of the revised programme. It's been very many years 
since we focused on documentary and the universe has changed so much 
that we have a lot of catching up to do. As such, we have invited a range of 
keynote speakers to kick off the debate with a critical look at the state of 
documentary in 2014. These morning presentations will be followed by 
individual breakout sessions in the afternoon where you will be able to debate 
the finer points in smaller groups, led by the keynote speaker. 
 
This letter contains: 
 

• a basic outline of the three day programme (work in progress) 
• information about registration and delegate fees  
• a call for your presentations for “Best Kept Secrets”  
• proposals for two sessions on the Friday morning  
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Wednesday November 5th 
 
• Arrival day - travel (good connections from Bristol, Cardiff, LHR airports) to 

Cardiff Central Station where we will collect and transfer you to 
the Parc Thistle Hotel (Cardiff City Centre, 6-7 minutes walk from the 
Atrium). Registration & information pack on arrival. 

• Afternoon Masterclass by Kim Longinotto for students (Atrium)   
• Evening drinks reception / dinner 
 
 
Thursday November 6th (Atrium, USW) 
 
• Mandy Rose (Digital Cultures Research Centre): Brave New Doc World. 

The market is changing, the places where documentary is seen are 
changing, the way documentaries are made is changing. Which 
profession are we teaching? For which markets and jobs? How can we 
prepare our students for the next ten years?  

• Paul Pauwels (European Documentary Network): Documentary 
Production in crisis? Developments in Public Service Broadcasting 
& Creative Europe - reasons for despair or optimism? 

• Mark Atkin (Crossover Labs): New forms of documentary. Examining 
the user journey: how to teach transmedia? 

• Afternoon breakout sessions in small groups with speakers 
• Open Forum: Grierson's Film School Manifesto: It's all about Story & Ideas  
• Evening dinner / drinks 
 
 
Friday November 6th (Atrium, USW) 
 
• Charlie Phillips (Sheffield Doc Festival): New methods of finance & 

distribution. Can we - should we - teach crowd-sourcing & crowd-
funding, or leave these to the students?  

• Speaker 1 (TBA): 
• Speaker 2 (TBA): Open call: your suggestions requested for these two 

sessions – send by September 8th to john.burgan@southwales.ac.uk & 
heidi.gronauer@zelig.it 

• Afternoon breakout sessions in small groups with speakers 
• Best Kept Secrets: your proposals are requested for short presentations (7 

minutes each, visual “pecha kucha” style is ideal) followed by Q&A, of 
best documentary exercises. Please send suggestions by September 
8th to john.burgan@southwales.ac.uk & heidi.gronauer@zelig.it 

• Evening dinner & farewell  
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DELEGATE FEES 
 
As well as participation in the symposium, the delegate fee covers:  

• transfers from Cardiff Central Train Station 
• 3 nights bed & breakfast accommodation in 4* hotel 
• lunch (Thursday & Friday) dinner (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

evenings); refreshments (tea/coffee etc) during the symposium.  
• Transport to formal reception on opening or closing night (TBA) 

 
 
CILECT Member Delegate: £175 (€220) per delegate (full member schools 
in good standing may send up to two delegates, and candidate and partner 
members in good standing may send one delegate, at the subsidised rate). 
NOTE: CILECT members based outside the GEECT area (i.e. Europe) may 
be eligible for a further subsidy – please contact us for details. These places 
are strictly limited. 
  
  
Delegate Full fee: £350 (€440) per delegate (non-members/members not in 
good standing and any additional delegates from member schools):  
 
Formal registration details will be made available shortly on the Symposium 
website at http://teachingdocumentary.com 
 
We look forward to seeing you in Cardiff! 
 
 
Programme by John Burgan (Newport Film School / USW) & Heidi Gronauer 
(ZeLIG School for Documentary, TV & New Media).  
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With grateful thanks to our generous sponsors 
 

      
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


